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Le Monde (Weekly Selection), 25 March 1970,
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The news that two

generals, iIncluding the co

of West Point, CGeneral Semnel
Koster, and twelve other -high-
ranking officers are to be court-
martialled for withholding infor-
mation about the alleged mas-
sacre by US soldiers of more than
100 civilians at Song My in March
1968 may have astonished the
French even more than the Amer-
ican publie,

France's military traditlon is
sudh that legal proceedings
agalnst army officers seem all
but  Meanceivable. . Many atroc-
ities ‘were. committed during the

Algerian war, for example, but
the zanctions .takén were con-

‘ sistently aimed at the people who
exposéd thein, never at the French
midiiary; These charges can only
begsexplained - in the Hght of
Amgrican:, ldeali.sm Buropeans
often smile.at this: potion, per-
hape .because . the -Americans’
a.cums often seem out of keeping
withthelr principles. Neverthe-
less;:no one can deny that it
colours their thinking and be-
havigur.

o, The rules violated

"@For years the American peaple

- were convineed that their “boys”
were fighting a just war in Viet-
nam apd fhelisthe Gla always
condueted ves: honauaehis,
The French, with thefr lona
rience of colonjal
rectiong, wers. mpﬁca&,.
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expected the men and ettioeq
held responsible~to be court-
martialled. n reaction was
just the'bpposite. At first, the

revelatior

_public found it hard to believe

that any American soldier could
commit this sort of crime.  But
with mounting evidence that the
massacre actually occurred, the
arrest of the men followed natu-
rally from it. The rules of. the
game had ‘been violated ;and
Jjustice had to be done. - -

In the past hundred years ‘the
US has never experienced. the
horrors of war on its own soil
American soldiers have fought
abroad, in Europe, the - Pactfic,
Eorea and Vietnam. It is hardly
surprising ;ha,t. for Amer}
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“ﬁfﬁtary
traditfon in"the Umted States is
also a factor in the charges
brought against this group of
high-ranking officers. It was
only in 1941, when the US realized
it would have to enter the war
against Japan and Germany in
order to preserve {ts world .in-

fiuence, that the country
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blishment of redl sizmsM Be-
e the twe-warid- wars, Apngr-

on, | |deallsm

“have tried: General Douglas) d

- some of his supporters urged
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:m Cold. War, ..
the Korean conflict, extended r
need for a powerful, permapent
military machine; and theggg
of America's professionalg ;
have now swelled to a total o
900,000 men. i

The néwness of the US . " &
establishment accounts” fonl iy
relatively vulnerable positibh-of
its commanding officers contf
with thelr European counterf
America’s ‘professional sofils
have not yet had the tivéh
transform themselves into gl
ians and paragons of the natlo
virtue. Bome generals, of comirs

Arthur’s * defiance of Presiies
Harry Truman in Kores was o
éxample, But General Mac. A
thur finally bowed to authority
after he was relleved of his. -

"~ mand, and refused to earry_th

tight into the political arens,; '
to do at the tirmne.

In much the same way the,
domestic crisis caused by the
prolongation of the Vietnam war.
has produced nothing comparahle
to the French Secret Army Orga}-
nization (OAS), which used. ter;-
rorism in a vain attempt to “kee
Algeria French.” The Americ
Army is tightly integrated i.u
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